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Be Prepared for Spring Storms

hether its ice, high winds, tor-

nadoes or lightning, outages are
an inconvenience for every member
involved. The cause of the outage and
the extent of the damage determines
the amount of time until the coop-
erative can get the last member back
in service. However, the same general
approach is taken with every outage.
Assess the damage and start repairs
from the substation out.

Longer outages occur when the dam-
age is extensive including broken poles
or spread out over a wide area of the
cooperative. If broken poles or trees
that have to be cut away are causing
the outage the time to be reconnected
may increase.

The cooperative also provides tools
to give members an idea of what they
are facing. SacOsage.com’s Outage
Map will report known outages. With
the SmartHub app members can see
if the cooperative already knows they
are out of power. They can also report
the outage there.
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www.sacosage.com’s Outage Map

It is important to be prepared for
storms. FEMA’s preparedness web-
site, www.ready.gov, encourages ev-
eryone to create a storm prepared-
ness kit with enough supplies to last
at least three days in case of a power
outage. This kit includes: water, food,
blankets, pillows, clothes, a first aid

[l High-Voltage Transmission Lines

substations (and thousands of consumers) rarely fail. But when
damage occurs, these facilities must be repaired before other
rts of the system can operate.

Individual Homes
If your home remains without power, the service line
between a transformer and your residence may need
to be repaired. Always call to report an outage to help
line crews isolate these local issues.
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POWEring U p When an outage occurs, line crews work to pinpoint problems

Transmission towers and cables that supply power to transmission

a
Iflocal outages persist, supply lines, called tap lines, are
inspected. These lines deliver power to transformers, either
mounted on poles or placed on pads for underground
service, outside businesses, schools, and homes.

A Distribution Substation

Each substation serves hundreds or thousands of consumers. When a major outage
occurs, line crews inspect substations to determine if problems stem from
transmission lines feeding into the substation, the substation

Main Distribution Lines
If the problem cannot be isolated at a distribution substation,
distribution lines are checked. These lines carry power to large

groups of consumers in communities or housing developments.

kit, medicines, toiletries, flashlights,

batteries, and a radio. A more detailed

list can be found on SafeElectricity.
org.

Safe Electricity encourages families
to keep in mind important things to do
when a storm hits:

e Do not step into a flooded base-
ment or room if the water is cover-
ing electrical outlets, appliances,
or cords.

e Never attempt to turn off power at
the breaker box or touch an elec-
trical appliance if you are wet or
in standing water. Call your elec-
tric utility to shut off power at the
meter.

e If an electrical appliance has been
in contact with water, have a pro-
fessional check it out before it is
used. It may need to be repaired
or replaced.

e If the smell of gas is apparent or if

there is a suspected leak in your
house, leave immediately and call
your gas utility.

e If power lines are on the ground,
stay far away from them and warn
others to stay away. Contact the
local electric utility because the
lines could still be live.

e Downed power lines can also en-
ergize tree limbs or debris, so be
alert during clean-up.

*  Any power line that is dead could
become energized at any moment
due to power restoration or back-
up generators.

e If driving, never get out of the car
if there is a downed power line,
and never drive over one.

e Always use caution following se-
vere weather. You do not know
how landmarks have been im-
pacted, if stop signs have been re-
moved, or if power has been cut
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Storm Safety
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to stoplights or railroad crossings.

¢ Before entering storm-damaged
buildings, make sure electricity
and gas are turned off.

¢ Do not use electrical equipment
during clean-up after a storm if
the ground is wet.

e There are many hazards that re-
main in the aftermath of a storm.
Make sure that children are close-
ly supervised when they are out-
doors following a storm. Utilities
crews, police, and others may not
have been able to get to the area
yet to make it safe.

DAYLIGHT
SAVING TIME

aylight saving time is
March 14th. Remem-
ber to set your clocks for-
ward. And don’t forget to
adjust any timers you are
using to lower your peak
demand.
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Landscaping Can Save You Money

andscaping is a natural and beau-

tiful way to keep your home more
comfortable and reduce your energy
bills. In addition to adding aesthetic
value and environment quality to your
home, a well-placed tree (always well
away from the power line), shrub, or
vine can deliver effective shade, act as
a windbreak, and reduce overall ener-
gy bills.

Carefully positioned trees can save
a good percentage of a typical house-
hold’s energy for heating and cooling.
During the summer months, the most
effective way to keep your home cool
is to prevent heat from building up in
the first place. A primary
source of heat buildup is
sunlight absorbed by your
home’s roof, walls and
windows. Dark-colored
home exteriors absorb 70
percent to 90 percent of
the radiant energy from
the sun that strikes the
home’s surfaces. Some of
this absorbed energy is
then transferred into your
home by way of conduc-
tion, resulting in heat gain
inside the house.

In contrast, light-col-
ored surfaces effectively
reflect most of the heat
away from your home.
Landscaping can also help
block and absorb the sun’s
energy to help decrease
heat buildup in your home

<X 2 rows Evergreen trees
™ 1 row Deciduous shrubs

by providing shade and evaporative
cooling. Shading and evaporative cool-
ing from trees can reduce the air tem-
perature around your home. Decidu-
ous trees planted on the south and on
the west will keep your house cool in
the summer and allow sun to shine in
the windows in the winter.

Orientation of the house and sur-
rounding landscaping has a large ef-
fect on energy consumption. A well
oriented, well designed home admits
low-angle winter sun to reduce heat-
ing bills; rejects summer sun to re-
duce cooling bills and minimizes the
chill effect of winter winds.

Northwesterly winds
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