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WIN an all-expense-paid week in Washington D.C. this summer. Local winners will 
join about 80 Missouri high school students and will unite with a thousand other 
students from across the nation for a whirlwind tour of our nation’s capitol and an 
opportunity to learn more about how government works. You will visit Capitol Hill, 
the Smithsonian, Arlington National Cemetery, the Vietnam Wall and other war me-
morials, including many other sites such as the Jefferson and the Lincoln Memorial, 
just to name a few.

The purpose of the tour is to provide an opportunity for out-
standing youth to better understand the value of rural electrifica-
tion and to become more familiar with the historical and political 
environment of the nation’s capitol. This is achieved through visits 
to monuments, government buildings and cooperative organiza-
tions. Also, the opportunity to visit elected officials allows youth 
to better understand how the federal government works.

The other winner will visit Jefferson City for an award winning 
Cooperative Youth Conference and Leadership Experience (CY-
CLE) trip with lots of fun and an opportunity to learn more about 
our government, co-ops, and develop their own leadership skills.

If you know a high school junior, please encourage them to par-
ticipate. It’s their world to discover. It is an opportunity to see the 
process of government up close and personal. With the support of 
Sac Osage Electric members, it truly is an opportunity of a lifetime 
for these students and a chance to open more windows of opportu-
nity for their future. 

TRIP DATES:
Washington, D.C. Youth Tour:
June 10-16, 2016

Jefferson City, MO CYCLE:
July 20-21, 2016

To participate, high school juniors must write a 250-500 word essay. The schools 
in the following counties in our service area can participate in the contest: Ce-
dar, Barton, Benton, Dade, Henry, Hickory, Polk, St. Clair and Vernon counties.

ESSAY TOPIC:
What sets Electric Cooperatives apart from Investor Owned Utilities?
 
Applying is simple. Visit our website www.sacosage.com or contact our office at 417-876-2721.

No changes have been made to the existing rebate program 
for this year.

Sac Osage Electric rebates for the following:
Dual-Fuel Air-Source Heat Pump Rebate (16.5 SEER minimum and 
must have a gas backup)
$300/ton Ground-Source Heat Pump Rebate (19.1 EER minimum)
$750/ton new install
$300/ton replacement unit

IMPORTANT - Completed application AND invoice/receipt must 
be submitted within 90 days of purchase.

Rebates Plan Continues in 2016
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Dear Pat: I recently adopted a dog, but I work during the day. I 
want to make sure he stays comfortable without increasing my 
electric bill. Can you offer any tips? – Annie D.

Dear Annie: Congratulations on your new furry family member! It’s a 
good idea to think about your energy bills. I remember working with 
a homeowner concerned about high energy bills and discovered an 
uninsulated double garage was being heated all winter to keep the 
dog warm. Keeping your pet comfortable and entertained when you’re 
away doesn’t have to take a bite out of your wallet.
 Pet owners often assume their indoor pets want the same level of 
cooling and heating as the rest of the family. However, most dogs and 
cats can be comfortable with a wider range of temperatures. An excep-
tion might be an older pet or one with medical issues, which might 
require consultation with your veterinarian. 
  Here are a few tips to keep your pet cozy without cranking up the 
thermostat: 
• A cozy, insulated doghouse might be all your outdoor dog needs, 
except on the coldest days.
• Make sure that your indoor pet has a warm place to sleep, such as 
a pet bed with a blanket. Consider giving him a few sleeping options 
throughout your home in different temperature zones so your pet can 
adjust his comfort as needed. 
• If you have a drafty home or an older pet who may appreciate more 
warmth, a heated pet bed or bed warmer will use far less energy than 
running your central heating high all day. This solution also can be 
good for those who keep their pets in the garage and worry about them 
staying warm enough. Instead of heating a large, uninsulated space, 
provide a nice warm bed. If you only plug in the heated beds when 
needed, it will use far less energy.
 Those with unique pets, such as birds or lizards, may need to keep 

them in warmer environments. Consider moving these pets to a room 
that can be easily kept warm, but note that this may change dur-
ing the course of a year. David Bopp, an energy adviser at Flathead 
Electric Cooperative in Montana, shared that he performed an energy 
audit for a member with tropical birds kept in a sunroom at more than 
80 degrees. While this temperature was easy to reach in the summer, 
winter weather — combined with the sunroom’s windows — resulted 
in high heating bills.
 Pet doors are popular, but they also can be a major air leak that 
drives up your energy use. When purchasing a pet door, make sure 

sealing and the ability to be closed off when not in use. Some newer 
models have magnet or battery locks: a small magnet or sensor on 
your pet’s collar opens the door, and the rest of the time, the door is 
shut tight, keeping out other critters — as well as the season’s blowing 
wind and snow.
 Some people also leave their televisions or radios on while they’re 
away, thinking that the voices will keep their pets from being bored. 

pooches and kitties entertained. Exercising your pet when you’re home 
and giving them a variety of toys or a nice perch to see out a win-
dow when you leave will be more entertaining and less energy inten-
sive than a TV. If you must leave something on when you’re away, try 
soothing, calm music instead of a blaring TV.
 We all love our furry family members, but remember, keeping them 
comfortable doesn’t mean you have to pay more on your monthly bill.

 Pat Keegan writes on consumer and cooperative affairs for the Nation-
al Rural Electric Cooperative Association, the Arlington, Va.-based ser-

cooperatives.

Indoor pets want their home to be cozy (or cool) just like you do

R M  | H O M E  C O M F O RT

Keeping temps comfortable

It’s not too early to 
prepare for the dog 
days of summer
When summer comes, you don’t need to leave 
the air conditioning on full blast for Spot and 
Fluffy. Dogs and cats have higher body tem-
peratures than humans, and they are com-
fortable with temperatures between 78 and 
82 degrees. In addition, they sweat differently 
than humans, so running fans will not have 
the same effect it has on you.
 Other ways to keep your pets comfortable 
when it’s warm out include:

• For indoor pets, keep shades drawn and 

-
ing mat. For outdoor pets, provide a shady 

tree or a tarp. 

• Exercise pets during the cooler parts of the 
day to prevent heat fatigue. 

• Give them plenty of water, perhaps with 
ice cubes, and cool treats such as a peanut 
butter popsicle. Get the recipe and more tips 
on The Humane Society of the United States 
website at www.tinyurl.com/PBpopsicles.



Sac Osage Electric Cooperative



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings true
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 1
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo true
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 900
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames false
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        9
        9
        9
        9
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /ClipComplexRegions true
        /ConvertStrokesToOutlines false
        /ConvertTextToOutlines false
        /GradientResolution 300
        /LineArtTextResolution 1200
        /PresetName ([High Resolution])
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
        /RasterVectorBalance 1
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MarksOffset 30.002399
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed true
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 810.000]
>> setpagedevice


